Mycoplasma mycoides subspecies mycoides as the cause of a subauricular abscess and mastitis in a goat.
A 6-year-old female goat was admitted with right-sided subauricular swelling and facial nerve paralysis. Mastitis developed subsequently. The subauricular swelling localized to a mass and was excised. Mycoplasma mycoides subsp mycoides was cultured from samples obtained from the mass and mammary gland. After clinical improvement, the goat was discharged to the owner with instructions to isolate the goat and to submit milk samples from the rest of the herd for microbial culturing. Mycoplasma spp can spread to other tissues from an initial site of infection. In goats with clinical signs similar to those of the goat of this report, samples should be obtained for microbial culture on Mycoplasma medium. Goats infected with Mycoplasma spp should be isolated or culled because of the risk of transmission to uninfected animals.